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Metropolitan Museum of Art's Floral Designer 
Demonstrates his Art 

Event Celebrates CMA Womens Council's 60th Anniversary 

CLEVELAND — The man whose creative genius marks parties for international rulers and other 
celebrities at New York's premier cultural attraction will bring his skills to the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(CMA) on Tuesday, May 1, 2001. The CMA Womens Council will celebrate 60 years of service by 
presenting A Bouquet from the Met, a demonstration by renowned floral designer Chris Giftos, 
Manager for Special Events at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Giftos, who has appeared on 
"Martha Stewart Living" and "Oprah," has been at the Metropolitan since 1970 and has coordinated 
parties that included Jacqueline Onassis, the Clintons, the Bushes, the emperor and empress of Japan, 
Prince Charles, and Princess Diana. Giftos will be at the CMA from 1 to 3 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 
He will create several large- and medium-scale floral arrangements, all using flowers and containers 
brought from New York. Tickets are available at $35 by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. Group rates are 
available by calling (216) 707-2384. 

In addition to organizing the Met's special events, including menu and wine selections, and 
table decorations, Giftos creates several large-scale flower arrangements for the Met's Great Hall each 
Monday. Giftos's weekly floral offerings include immense bouquets (approximately seven feet tall and 
four feet wide) for each of the Hall's four niches, as well as two planted islands. 

Giftos's 135-page book, A Bouquet from the Met (Harry N. Abrams, 1998), will be available at the 
event ($30, hardback). It features 100 color photographs of Giftos's floral arrangements that decorated — 
for one time only — the galleries and period rooms of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, including The 
Egyptian Temple of Dendur and The Cloisters. 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 

* * * 

The purpose of the Womens Council is to take an active role in support of the CMA. Individually and 
collectively the members volunteer, provide financial support, and demonstrate interest in the art collections, 
exhibitions, and programs of the CMA. 
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